THE KING S FRIENDS
the majorities which they secured. On March iSth the Bill
received the Royal Assent. [See pages 160-1.]
The Rockingham Ministry was riven with disloyalty, and it
came from the side of men who were supposed to be pillars of
strength in Whiggery. Grafton's behaviour in the House of
Lords in April, when he publicly stated that the Administration
lacked ' authority, dignity and extension ' and said that c if Mr
Pitt would give his assistance he should with pleasure take up
the spade and dig in the trenches,' was as reprehensible as it was
remarkable. Grafton left the Ministry in May, and his place was
taken by the Duke of Richmond. More disturbing was the
disloyalty of Northington, for he had great influence with the
King. That Northington was never happy with his colleagues
is understandable, but that was his fault, for he was a coarse-
mannered, hard-swearing person who had nothing in common
—except allegiance to Whig principles—with the best in Rocking-
ham's Ministry. Their disagreement came to a head on the
subject of the new constitution for Canada; and Northington
resigned. But he had already undermined Rockingham's influence
at Court, assuring George that nothing could save the existing
Administration from collapse and suggesting to him that he
ought again to consult Pitt. George unwisely took Northington's
advice. He had never had much faith in his Ministers* ability
to grapple with the more difficult problems of government;
and he was offended undoubtedly at the way in which they had
reversed previous legislation. They had done away with the
unpopular Cider Tax, which created such a furore in Bute's and
Grenville's days; and had by resolution in Parliament declared
the illegality of general warrants. Both measures, in George's
opinion, were put through in order to win favour in the country;
and he had a profound dislike of any form of popularity hunting.
The letters which passed between the King and Pitt in July
1766 were almost extravagant in their graciousness.
Richmond Monday
July 7th 1766
mr pitt—Your very Dutiful & handsome conduct the kst
Summer makes Me desirous of having Your thoughts how an
Able & Dignify'd Ministry may be form'd; I desire therefore You
will come for this salutary purpose to Town.
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